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mentally opposed, as indeed is the grave character of the
Castilian, to anything hysterical or excessive. The most
beautiful church in Segovia, S. Milldn, outside the walls
as it is, as S. Vicente is at Avila, consists of nave and
aisles with three apses, as simple a building, you might
think, as it were possible to build, And yet what
splendour there is in those golden walls, unteased by
the laborious goldsmiths' work of the later Gothic
sculptors, but made precious by the sun, where the wind
has passed over the surface ' like the point of some fine
etcher/ and the rain and the frost have laboured so
delicately and so long. Without, beside the aisles, there
are cloisters, placed there, it may be, for coolness in the
long summer heat; and to the south the old transept
still remains, though on the north it has been destroyed
to make way for the great tower, which seems to have
been an afterthought.
Within, the church has been spoiled, only the arcades
between the nave and aisles remaining as they were first
built, to suggest the beauty of the church before it was
modernised. The roof of the nave is flat, but Street
seems to think that it must originally have been 'a
cylindrical vault, with quadrant vaults in the aisles/
though he admits, what I confess I venture to think more
likely, that it may have had a flat wooden ceiling.
The exact date of this church, one of the most inter-
esting and beautiful monuments in Spain, is not known,
but that it was built before 1270 would seem to be
certain. Much of it is indeed almost certainly older
than Vera Cruz, which was dedicated in 1205, but as
Street points out, certain details, those of the external
cornices, for instance, cannot be earlier than the middle
of the thirteenth century. Said to have been founded
m 923, nothing to be found in S. Millin to-day allows
us to accept a date so early, though the greater part of